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am authentic American folk hero: 'fhe : 
President of the United States let it be 
known that he avidly read the Bond 


books, and the country gloried. in the’ 


adventures of the fictional British spy. 
wha worked sO Riesely with our Own 
CLA. eres ae, ass : 
Noy, - the actor whe ‘played Bond’ 
Sean Connery, is starring in a new~ 


American film called “The: Next Man,” _ : 


and the CIA is trying to kill him. Con- 


nery is still the hero, however. He ob- . 


vi fously | has come a long way from his > 
days of battling Pussy, Galore, So have | 
therestofus. .2.: 

The CLA is no longer perceived as 
the unambiguous foree for good in the 
srorld that it. appeared to “be before 
Viernam, Watergate and the.continu-~ 
ing intelligence. “scandals. In the old. 
days, James Bond killed and btherwies 
did violence to people who seemed-to 
threaten our national security. We ap-.- 


plauded wildly—and: probably still . 


ywould—when Bond blocked assassina- 
ticn attempts by demonic Soviet- 
esents and saved the-world. from nu- 
clear blackmail by an outlaw syndi- * 
cate. Today, the moviegoing public has - 
yore. information about what the CIA... 
actually does. It knows that the CIA” 
-has employed killers every bit as ruth- - 

less as the Soviets’ and that the Agen- 
cy, at least in the drive to eliminate 


Castro, allied itself with the Mafia, the , 


biggest criminals of them all, in plots j 
bie murder real aie peoples: 
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fee In “The Next. Man,” now -at area 


“theaters, the audience roots against 


" the CIA and—somewhat improbably— 


for the Saudi Arabians. Connery plays 
the Saudi Minister of State who comes 


; ; “up: with a visionary. plan-for-ending | 
Fifteen years a0, Sunes Bone: was: strife in the Middle East and bringing! 


.-prosperity to the Third World. (While ‘I 
“have no-idea what a- Saudi xninister | 


. really acts like, I happen to enjoy Sean. 


Connery and am perfectly willing to 


*. take his powerful presence at face val- 


. ue.) Connery as the Saudi appears be- 
- fore the United Nations to propose-a 
new. order based-on cooperation be- 
__ tween all states including Israel, no in- . 
crease in oil prices, and.an end to great | 
“power rivalries in the Middle East. He ° 
is even willing to pull Saudi Arabia out 
of the Organization of Petroleum Ex-., 
‘porting Countries or to let Israel join 


“ jt, OPEC was necessary, according to! 


’ Connery, to present a united front to} 
Western oil companies which: have | 


‘“raped” the Middle East for 50 years: | | 


“There was no other way to convinee 


_the world to take us seriously.” OPEC’s | 


“voice-has lately become. confused, de-, 
J elares: Connery,: “It speaks in daris : 
> “places, arranges arms deals, political- 


economic . blackmail, terrorist. raids, : 


_ chooses sides; draws lines, and we 
durch toward holocaust.” ~~’ 
-/Those.. would. seenr:to. be unusual: 
~ words: “coming: from.ia-real Sandi ; 
“spokesman, but’ then more: radical’ 
* jdeas have come out of the Arabian de-) 
-“sert~ before. In’ any’ ease, .Connery’s 
~y message seems pretty good to me, and 
perhaps. someday the world’ will he 


ready for an-Arab spokesman: who 


ealls for peace, shared resources and; 
an end to terrorism. 4... ae 


| Nevertheless, “back in 2 film, the 
| great powers are very disturbed by the 
* Saudi proposals. The American detega- 
tion at the U.N. squirms exquisitely as 
i gnette that would seem to typify the 
mind-set of reporters who view the 
world through the prism of Kissinger 


| 


| 


/ Connery speaks. In. a wonderful vi- } 


| 


backgrounders, the only question an | i 


/ American interviewer can think to ask | 


Connery is if the State Department } 
had prior knowledge of his speeeh. 


The answer is no, but Director Mi | 
chael Sarafian has. already shown us: 
the United States is mot abeut ta stand | 
byidlyi in face of the threat that peace 4 
might break out in the Middle East. : 
With Kuwait and some of the smaller 
Arab states already enlisted in. the 
Saudi scheme, the CIA tells the: Na- 
tional Security Council—or some such 
i official body—that the -implications 

could be “crippling”’’. for: the U.S. 

-“'There would be created a productive 
consortium competitive to our: own,” 

; declares the earnest CIA briefer, “a 

vast apparatus against us in the that. 

_Keting of petrochemicals. Pole Bete 

~ “Then T would assume that steps are 


. “Yes, sir.” 

This last conversation js ‘not. 30 far- 
fetched. After all, the CIA promoted a 
| violent coup d’etat ia Iran in 1953 to 


prevent. that. country’s oil resources 
| from passing out of Western control. 
More ‘recently, Henry Kissinger has 
'-darkly hinted that the U.S. might send | 
in the Marines if OPEC oil- “policies 
posed an economic threat to the 
‘Daited States. As for American in- 
‘volvement i in terrorism, the CIA ran an 
“assassination - program “in. Vietnam 
“aimed at neutralizing the other side's: 
“political infrastructure, and it trained | 
thousands of. Cuban exiles in uncon- 
ventional warfare tactics for its savage: 
secret war against Fidel Castro... <3; + 
“Sin one of-those shared. Soviet-Ameri-. 
can Interests that so please our Secre- 


I. 


he tary of State, the Russians are also bit- | 
* ‘terly ‘against the Saudi plan. The | 


_ threat to them is not economic, accord- 
‘ing to the KGB, but lossof Soviet influ. 
_ ence in the Third World. : 

_ “Tassume you are considering count: 
“ser-measures,” “says the Soviet leader. 
- His KGB. briefer, who does not look so 
: different from his CIA counterpart, 
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e being taken to neutralize this plan. 
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‘simply nods inagreement.. jo newer ab ae = : 


